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" poar Sir: | _ Opinion Ho, 0-%123

Ra: . Dogs the fallure of o
.+ holder of & érivexr's
: 7 License to make the re-
| . port of an accident re-~
: - ' quired by Sec, 79, Art.
V, BE.B. 20, &7th Leg.,
render euch holder sub-
Joect to prosscution for
& misdemeenor and subjsct
' to the penalty prescerided
. by 8ec. 4% thercol?

" HWe have given due 6on¢1dcr@tion‘to the queétion ay
9;0pounded in your opinion recqguest, and vhich is restated . .
tbove.

uectioﬁ 59 of House BJll Wz, 20 of the Regular Ses-
=1on of the Forty-aevcnth Legislature, rcadu as follovsas

"Seec. 39. Accidents to he reported by
rorsons involved,

"Every person involved in an accident

esulting in death, injury, or apparent prop-
erty duma"a of ! ifty Dollars ($50) o» more
vacre one or moro motor vehlclcs are involved
and who is the holder of an opecrator's, com-
nmercial operatov'a, or chauffcur's 1icense,
under ths provisions of this Act, cghall make
& report of such asccldent {o the Department
of Public¢ Safety vithin forty-cignt (48) hours.
Rofu“al to makc such report shall render the
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fonorable H. D, Stringer, Psge 2

holder of such licensec 1iable to suspencion .
or revocaticn of such licensze. Roporis ro-
quired by this Section shall be deened pri-
vileged ccwavnications,”

Section 4l of soid House Bill 1s the genorel penalty
cleuse, and 1is in the followinu lancuage.

“"Seo. b4, Penalty for violetion of Act. ' i

(a) It shall bs & misdexaanor for any
psrson te violato e&ny of tho provisions of
this Act unless such violetion is by this
Act or other levs of this Staue aoclaved to
ba o felon?.

(b) In eddition to any other pensliies
‘hercinbelora provided, end unless anothsr pen-
elty is in this Act or by the laws of this
Stale provided, every porson convicted of &
nisdemeanor for the viclatlon of any provision
of thig Act - shall be punicshed bg fine of not
“moxé than $wo Rundred Dollars (¢r00).
It is our opinion that the above quoted provisions of
llouse Bill Fo. 20 are sufficlent to constitute ths failure of a
holdexr-of a driver's license to report the specified character
of accident & penal offencse; and the Legislature not having nade
the some a felony, and not having provided a specific pencliy,
that a violator should be punished under the general vrovieions
of Section 44, Ve porcelvs no distinction from the lils situa-
t'onz in many othor statutory enaciments with general pcnﬂlty
tlauses; for example, the Liauor Contred Act, Article 650-h1,
Vernon'ts Anrotated Penal Oode; Wilcoxsen ve. State, 2k Tex
Cr. R. 583, 116 s, ¥. (2a) %04,
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